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MUTINIED SOLDIERS in Papua New Guinea rush towards the speaking platform after 
hearing that the prime minister had refused to speak to them. A central demand of 
the soldiers is an end to IMF-World Bank imposed free market policies. 



THE LAST month has seen a surge in strug¬ 
gle by working people against free market 
policies designed to help multinational 
corporations plunder the world. 

More and more, the anti-capitalist 
movement of mass demonstrations against 
global capitalist institutions like the Inter¬ 
national Monetary Fund and World Trade 
Organisation is linking up with the strug¬ 
gles of working people against the free 
market policies these bodies promote. 

• Page 2 has details of the anti-capitalist 
movement in NZ. 

• Page 4 & 5 list some of the recent revolts. 
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Don’t hate 
the media, 
create 
the media 

Socialist Worker fund-raising 
gig, $5. 

Kings Arms, 59 France St, 
Newton, Auckland. 

Friday March 30. 

1981 The Tour 
- 20 years on - 

This year marks the 20th an¬ 
niversary of the protests against 
the Springbok Tour. 

This meeting is to plan ac¬ 
tivities to celebrate the heroic 
deeds of 1981 and take a critical 
look at NZ 20 years on. 

Franciscan Friary 
50 Hillsborough Road 

Hillsbough Auckland 
Sunday 22 April 
3-5pm 

Called by John Minto 
& Dick Cuthbert 


Campus left unites to 
‘Globalise Resistance’ 


Auckland 


GLOBALISE RESISTANCE is the 
name of a new group set up 
by students at Auckland 
University. 

The group brings together 
the Alliance, Green Party and 
Socialist Workers Organisa¬ 
tion and a score of individual 
activists so they can work 
to together to build the 
anti-capitalist movement in 
Auckland. 

So far Globalise Resistance 
has held a forum where speak¬ 
ers from the three parties 
gave their perspective on the 
struggle against capitalist glo¬ 
balisation. This was so popular 
that the room was filled and 
people were turned away. 

The group is looking to get 
involved with May Day events 
and a second forum, with 
Green MP Sue Bradford will 
be held on April 26,1pm in 
the student union Clubspace. 
Contact Kane 629 5401 for 
more details. 


Palmerston North 


MUSA, THE student union at 
Palmerston North's Massey 
University, held a political edu¬ 
cation day. 

Peter Hughes, one of two 
sociaists who travelled from 
Auckland, describes how it 
went: “The campus stall was a 
fantastic success. 

“Alliance, Greens, student 
activist SCARFIE group all had 
socialist leaflets on freedom to 
strike, Carter Holt Harvey or 
Globalise Resistance on their 
stalls, before we went around to 
offer it to them! 

“Ours was by far the most 
popular stall we were literally 
rushed off our feet. 

“The number of people 
generalising their political ideas 
and connecting them to the 
issue of corporate power was 
really impressive.” 

20 people signed up to form 
a Globalise Resistance group 
on the campus. And the Greens 
and Alliance activists both 


agreed to participate in a Glo¬ 
balise Resistance meeting panel 
discussion. 

Wellington Anti- 

Globalisation 

Teach-in 

SIXTY PEOPLE attended 
a day-long Anti-Globalisa- 
tion Teach-in at Wellington’s 
Victoria university. 

The teach-in was organised 
by the university’s Radical 
Society and Aotearoa Educa¬ 
tors (a radical Maori group). 

Meeting looked at many 
different aspects of globalisa¬ 
tion, the growing movement 
against it and discussed pos¬ 
sible alternatives. 

Summing up the discussion 
on the “alternatives” Radical 
Society’s Alistair Shaw said: 
“Alternatives won’t come from 
within the system. We need to 
constructed them ourselves.” 


Maire Leadbeater—in sync with the movement 


MAIRE LEADBEATER, a cam¬ 
paigning councillor on Auck¬ 
land City Council, recently 
resigned from the left wing 
City Vision coalition. Maire 
spoke to JOE CAROLAN. 

Well, basically, when I was 
elected I stood on the clear 
platform of City Vision, which 
supported the abolition of wa¬ 
ter and waste water charges, 
so that water in this city would 
be funded from rates and not 
user charges. 

We also wanted to put the 
Metrowater company under 
democratic council control, 
rather than its present com¬ 
mercialised structure. 

When we were elected, we 
were not in the majority on 
council. 

So it became a question 
of either City Vision deciding 
to fight for its principles, or 
coming to an accommodation 
within the present system... 
That's what they've chosen to 


do, and in doing it... they've 
sent the wrong signal to the 
vibrant, grassroots movement 
against commercialisation and 
privatisation of our water. 

What is City Vision, and why 
were you involved? 

City Vision as a coalition is 
broadly Labour and Alliance 
with some independents. 

We've taken a progressive 
stance on important issues— 
and we did have successes. 

I don't intend to stand 
against City Vision or divide 
the left. However, I just can't 
get away from the central 
thought that they are out of 
sync with grassroots move¬ 
ments, on the water issue 
particularly. 

I believe the real parlia¬ 
ment is the parliament of the 
streets, and the Water Pressure 
Group encapsulates this in its 
widest sense. 

By the Water Pressure 


Group, I'm thinking much 
wider than just the activists 
we all know and love—there 
are so many people boycott¬ 
ing and people supporting the 
boycott that I've talked to as 
a councillor—it's far greater 
than people realise. 

I see this fight in an inter¬ 
national context too—around 
the world, governments and 
big business are commercialis¬ 
ing water—which is a vital 
resource for human survival. 

This affects the poorest and 
most vulnerable people in so¬ 
ciety, and its produced a huge 
dilemma for me in the end. 

So how do you feel after your 
resignation? 

Well, I won't pretend it's not 
been tough. A lot of people 
who I've worked with over the 
years are angry at me. 

I just think that we really 
need to create a democracy 
where people can make deci¬ 


sions themselves. 

What you find as a council¬ 
lor... is that a lot of people 
have a cynical distrust of the 
council, from them not listen¬ 
ing, getting it wrong time 
after time. I think it's time we 
turned it around! 



MAIRE LEADBEATER 
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what we think 


Union hui discusses Carter Holt struggle 

'A small step forward, bat still a loog way to go 1 


l 

* 


if 


SUPPORT ___ 

RIGHTS, PUTHANSj 
ON CAR1RR 


LOBBYISTS HAD a clear message for union leaders. 


CARTER HOLT Harvey (CHH) are 
trying to casualise work on the 
South Island's wharves, threat¬ 
ening to close mills in the North 
Island and are involved in a 
host of attacks on their workers 
around the country. 

To counter CHH's "bad 
employment practices", the 
Council of Trade Unions (CTU) 
called a joint union meeting in 
Rotorua on March 14. 

The Socialist Workers Or¬ 
ganisation (SWO) initiated a 
Broad Left lobby of the meet¬ 
ing to promote union bans 
on CHH. This is widely seen by 
union activists as a "back to 
basics" way of beating CHH's 
attacks—even though such 
solidarity actions are illegal 
under current law. 

Lobbyists pointed out the 
huge amount of sympathy 
for the watersiders' strug¬ 
gle. This, they said, could be 
transformed into successful 
defiance of anti-strike legisla¬ 
tion—if there was a strong 
lead from the CTU. 

Around 40 joined the lobby, 
roughly equal the number of 
officials and delegates attend¬ 
ing the CTU meeting. Some 
going into the meeting ex¬ 


pressed surprise at the number 
of lobbyists. 

The lobby got a generally 
sympathetic response from 
meeting-goers. Most union of¬ 
ficials, however, felt that work¬ 
ers weren't yet ready to defy 
the law and take direct action. 
This view was supported by 
reports from many individual 
CHH jobsites, where delegates 
reported a growth in union 
strength but still a lack of 
workers' confidence. 

However, the lobby's idea 
of widespread union bans on 
CHH, supported by the whole 
of the union movement, has 


the potential to overcome 
the legacy of workers' lack of 
confidence on individual sites. 
When workers feel that wide 
sections of the union move¬ 
ment are in struggle alongside 
them, or are pledging solidar¬ 
ity if they're picked on, then 
their confidence levels will 
increase hugely. 

Such a broad mobilisation 
requires a strong lead from the 
CTU. And this, in turn, would 
have required a broad range 
of unions to be invited to the 
Rotorua meeting. 

Narrow 

Sadly, invitations only went 
out to a narrow range of un¬ 
ions covering CHH workers— 
National Distribution Union, 
Engineers Union and Water¬ 
front Workers Union—which 
meant no decisions could be 
taken involving the whole 
union movement. This was a 
big mistake. 

At the end of the meet¬ 
ing, unionists were sworn to 
secrecy about what decisions 
were taken. This was another 
mistake, since a wide mobilisa¬ 
tion of workers requires them 
to be fully informed. As it is, 
CHH will have already been 
able to see the outlines of the 
decisions simply by measuring 
what actions have or haven't 
been taken in the wake of the 
Rotorua meeting. 

Despite the secrecy, Socialist 
Worker has been able to piece 
together a fair idea of these 
decisions. Any inaccuracies 
in our account will be small, 
and should be laid at the door 


of those responsible for the 
secrecy directive. 

The main focus of the CTU 
campaign will be two-fold: 
firstly, an intensified media 
campaign against CHH, and 
secondly, reaching out to local 
communities to join union pro¬ 
tests against the company. The 
detail of this campaign will be 
developed by a small commit¬ 
tee set up under the CTU. 

Also, the NDU and the 
Engineers Union are pledged 
to more networking, including 
the publication of a newslet¬ 
ter to CHH workers exposing 
the company's attacks. It's 
possible there will be more 
co-ordination by these two 
unions around legal actions 
in support of better collective 
agreements. 

Won or Lost 

However, workers' actions 
in solidarity with the watersid¬ 
ers don't feature at all in the 
CTU's plan. And it's here that 
the battle against casualisation 
will be won or lost for many 
other sections of the labour 
movement. If CHH wins, all 
other employers will think 
they can continue attacking 
workers like they did in the 
"bad old days" of National 
Party rule. 

A number of participants 
in the CTU meeting made 
comments along this line to 
Socialist Worker. "The Ro¬ 
torua meeting was a small 
step forward, but there's still a 
long way yet to go." We think 
that's a realistic assessment. 

Help 

As long as the watersiders 
continue to fight, then every 
effort must be made to pro¬ 
mote the idea of widespread 
union bans on CHH. The SWO 
will be continuing to promote 
this potentially winning strat¬ 
egy. You can help by passing a 
resolution to this effect in your 
union and by distributing SWO 
leaflets calling for union bans. 

• To get involved contact 
Grant Morgan, the SWO's in¬ 
dustrial organiser, on (09) 634 
3377 or gcm@actrix.gen.nz 


Socialist 

Worker 


$ 6,000 

SUMMER APPEAL 


$7.000 


This is the final list of the appeal, and we're $1,200 
over our target! Thanks to everyone who contributed, 
your sacrifices mean Aotearoa's only nationwide 
socialist newspaper will keep on going. 

LIST 6—final list 

final total $7,211 
thanks to: 

NORTHLAND: 

Vaughan G $20 
AUCKLAND: Jim $10;Tim 
$2.50; Peter H $20; Robert 
$10; Karyn $30; Peter D 
$36; Fund-raising $395.40 
TOTAL $503.90 
CHRISTCHURCH: Don $100; 
Kyle $100; Ken $10; Merv 
$140; Hugh $20; Mike $20; 
Morris $185 TOTAL $575 
OTHER AREAS: Vaughan 
T $20; Massey stall $120 
TOTAL $140 

Send donations to: Socialist Worker Appeal, 
Box 13-685 Auckland 
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Global revolt against the free market policies compiled by DAVID COLYER 


PNG soldiers mutiny against IMF cuts 


Goff backs bankers 


IN A media statement on 
Saturday 24 March, Phil Goff 
Labour's Minister of Foreign 
Affairs and Trade, condemned 
the protesters. 

"The Minister noted that 
the renegade soldiers have 
called for the expulsion of 
World Bank and IMF expatri¬ 
ate staff, as well as some 
New Zealand and Australian 
military personnel. 

"'The World Bank and IMF 
were invited to PNG to sup¬ 
port the Government's struc¬ 
tural reform programme.'" 
Goff was quoted as saying in 
the statement. 


"Structural reform" 
and another term used in 
the statement, "economic 
adjustment" are IMF-WB 
code words for free market 
reforms of government cost 
cutting, privatisation and 
opening up the economy to 
multinationals. New Zealand 
and Australian companies are 
major investors in PNG, so 
they have most to gain from 
the reforms. 

Goff's real concern is 
not democracy for ordinary 
Papuans, it is protecting the 
interests of NZ's business 
elite. 


HUNDREDS OF soldiers have 
mutinied in Papua New 
Guinea, demanding an end 
to redundancies in the army 
and to the free market policies 
dictated by the International 
Monetary Fund and World 
Bank. 

The army restructuring 
plans, proposed in a Common¬ 
wealth Eminent Persons Group 
(EPG) report, will slash army 
personnel by half and see army 
land privatised. 

The EPG report was set up 
both as a cost cutting exercise, 
and because of Australian con¬ 
cerns about previous mutinies. 

Soldiers have called for par¬ 
liament—currently in recess— 
to be reconvened so the plans 
can be debated there. 

They also want higher pen¬ 
sions for any soldiers made 
redundant. 

The revolt has become a 
focus for anger against the 
interrelated issues of the free 
market policies followed by the 


ARGENTINA WAS in turmoil 
last week as people revolted 
against a massive cuts package 
backed by the world's bankers 
and the International Mon¬ 
etary Fund (IMF). 

Students and teachers struck. 
They occupied schools and 
colleges, and blocked roads in 
cities across the country. 

From the capital, Buenos 
Aires, to provincial cities like 
Cordoba they also staged open 
air classes, launched “free” 
radio broadcasts and planned 
marches. 

The upheaval threw the gov¬ 
ernment of President Fernando 
de la Rua into crisis. The key 
economy minister, Ricardo Lopez 
Murphy, was forced to resign on 
Monday (March 19) night. 


government, the exploitation 
of PNG's rich mineral resources 
by multinational companies, 
the influence of the former co¬ 
lonial ruler, Australia, and the 
corruption of politicians. 

The soldiers have demanded 
that "representatives of the 
World Bank, International 
Monetary Fund and any unnec¬ 
essary military personnel from 
Australia and New Zealand 
to leave this country immedi¬ 
ately". 

The government has been 
given until Monday March 26 
to respond. 

A non-commissioned officer 
complained to the press "We 
see corruption everywhere. 
People say, 'ah, I am going to 
nominate for Parliament. In 
three or five years I will be a 
millionaire'. All they do is put 
the people's money in their 
pockets and the grassroots get 
nothing." 

Trade union and student 
groups have given their sup- 


And de la Rua had to an¬ 
nounce the withdrawal of the 
austerity package that has 
sparked the revolt. 

Lopez Murphy had announced 
the package to slash $2 billion 
from public spending this year, 
just three days before the pro¬ 
tests forced him to resign. 

The cuts were designed to 
placate Argentina’s bosses and 
international bankers. 

Before Christmas Argenti¬ 
na’s currency slumped as an 18 
month long recession continued 
and panic spread across the 
world money markets about 
whether the country would 
meet its debt repayments. 

The IMF stepped in with 
a $40 billion rescue package 
and demanded harsh austerity 


port to the soldiers demands. 

On March 20 thousands of 
students marched on the prime 
ministers house demanding the 
removal of the government, 


measures. 

A strike by several unions— 
including primary second¬ 
ary and tertiary teachers and 
buss workers—went ahead on 
Wednesday March 21. It’s focus 
shifted to a promise by the new 
finance minister that he would 
cut $3 billion from the 2001 
budget deficit. 

The Argentinian protests 
are just the latest in a wave 
of revolt that has swept Latin 
America in recent months. 

Revolts have toppled govern¬ 
ments in Ecuador and Peru, and 
beaten back massive privatisation 
plans in Bolivia. In Colombia 
up to one million workers were 
set to stage a national strike on 
Wednesday March 28 against job 
and welfare cuts. 


fresh elections and the end of 
IMF-World Bank policies. 

So far the soldiers have de¬ 
clined calls to join students and 
trade unionists on the streets. 


India—100,000 
protest 'World 
Bank budget' 

MORE THAN 100,000 Indian 
workers rallied on Wednes¬ 
day, March 21 in Bombay to 
protest against the recent 
budget. 

The budget announced 
plans to downsize the govern¬ 
ment by 10% over the next 
five years, it encouraged 
privatisation and reduced 
restrictions on imports. 

It also makes it easier for 
companies to lay off staff. 

In the past, companies 
employing over 100 workers 
had to seek government per¬ 
mission before closing down 
or laying off staff. Now the 
threshold has been raised to 
1,000 workers. 

Together these moves will 
result in mass lay-offs. 

"[Finance minister 
Yashwant] Sinha's budget 
is anti-labour... It will spell 
doom for the working class 
movement in India. It is a 
budget dictated by the World 
Bank," said union leader 
Suryakant Mahadik. 


what we think 

THE EXAMPLES on this page are just a few of 
the protests against capitalist globalisation that 
have broken out around the world in the last 
month or so. 

Resistance to free market capitalism truly is 
as global as the system itself. 

The same anger against the free market ex¬ 
ists in NZ. We too can build a mass movement 
that unites all the many strands of resistance 




against this system that puts profits ahead of 
people. 

From workers fighting the attacks of multi¬ 
national and local bosses, to campaigns against 
water privatisation or more government spend¬ 
ing on social services—it's time to unite our 
struggles. 

It's time for Aotearoa to join the global 
revolt. 


Argentina thrown into turmoil 


20,000 confront global rich in Naples 



"'PEOPLE OF Seattle' con¬ 
verge on Naples." 

That's how the British news¬ 
paper the Guardian summed 
up the marvellous 20,000- 
strong anti-capitalist protest at 
the Global Forum gathering of 
the world's rich in the Italian 
city last weekend. 

The protest marked the 
latest in the wave of anti¬ 


capitalist mobilisations 
since the great demonstra¬ 
tion against the World 
Trade Organisation in Seat¬ 
tle in 1999. 

In July an even bigger 
international protest is 
expected at the meeting 
of rulers of the G8 richest 
countries in the Italian port 
of Genoa. 


Zapatistas march into Mexico City 


THE ZAPATISTAS marched into 
Mexico City on Sunday after 
travelling from the southern 
state of Chiapas and holding 
solidarity rallies along the way. 

They were demanding that 
Mexico’s president, Vicente Fox, 
passes a law giving more rights to 
the indigenous peoples. 

The Zapatistas became a 
symbol of resistance around the 
world when they rose up on 1 
January 1994 and took control 
of San Cristobal de las Casas in 
Chiapas. 

They are based among the 
Mayan Indians of Chiapas, the 
descendants of people conquered 
by Spanish colonisers 500 years 
ago. 

From then through to today 
the Maya have been oppressed 
and kept in poverty by Mexico’s 
rulers. 

The rebellion struck a chord 
with people across the world. 
Subcommandante Marcos, the 
masked Zapatista leader, argues 
that they are fighting not just for 
rights for the Mayan Indians of 
Chiapas, but are part of a wider 
struggle against free market poli¬ 
cies and for global resistance and 
solidarity. 

As one Zapitista statement 
put it: “Marcos is gay in San 
Francisco, black in South Africa, 
an Asian in Europe, a Chicano 
in San Ysidro, an anarchist in 
Spain, a Palestinian in Israel, a 
Mayan Indian on the streets of 
San Cristobal, a Jew in Germany, 
a Gypsy in Poland, a Mohawk 
in Quebec, a pacifist in Bosnia, 
a single woman on the streets 
of the metro at 10pm, a peasant 
without land, a gang member 
in the slums, an unemployed 
worker, an unhappy student.” 

The date of the 1994 rising 
was chosen to coincide with the 
launch of the North American 
Free Trade Agreement. 

NAFTA tore down all restric¬ 


tions on foreign investment and 
opened up Mexico for big compa¬ 
nies to exploit. 

As the Mexican La Jornada 
newspaper pointed out recently: 
“The Zapatista movement was 
an important precursor of the 
movement which has developed 
through the protests in Seat¬ 
tle, Washington, Australia and 
Prague.” 

In the years since the 1994 
rebellion the Zapatistas have 
sought to negotiate with the 
Mexican government. But until 
now those attempts have come 
to little. 

The government has sought to 
crush the Zapatistas, and there 
have been several massacres by 
Mexican troops and right wing 
paramilitaries. 

But despite the repression 
the Zapatistas have kept up the 
struggle. 

The bulk of that repression 


was carried out by the PRI gov¬ 
erning party, which ran Mexico 
for some 70 years. 

The PRI was finally defeated 
in presidential elections last year. 

New president Vicente Fox 
says he wants to make peace with 
the Zapatistas. 

If Fox does legislate more 
rights for indigenous peoples 
it would undoubtedly be a step 
forward. 

But Fox is a former Coca-Cola 
executive. 

His policies are the very neo¬ 
liberal, free market, agenda that 
forced the Zapatista rising in the 
first place. 

He wants peace in the south 
in order to make the area “stable 
for business”. So far foreign 
investment is concentrated in 
the border area of the north 
of Mexico, the “maquiladoras” 
where Mexicans are exploited as 
cheap labour by multinational 


corporations. 

Fox and US president George 
W Bush want to spread this to 
the isthmus in the south of the 
country, where Mexico joins 
Guatemala. 

Mexico today is already host 
to a multitude of foreign inves¬ 
tors out to make a profit while 
50% of the population live in 
poverty and 15% live beneath the 
extreme poverty line. 

These conditions cannot but 
produce further explosions of 
struggle that have enormous po¬ 
tential to bring about change. 

As the French mainstream 
daily Le Monde said last week, 
“How to translate the struggle of 
the Indians into broader social 
and political action? How to 
become the catalysts of a broader 
social movement? These are the 
questions which will confront 
the Zapatistas in the wake of the 
march.” 



Zapatistas supporters rally in Mexico City 
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what socialists say 


Deka workers discarded without redundancy 



by VAUGHAN GUNSON & 
DAVID COLYER 

1,400 WORKERS will lose their 
jobs when 60 Deka stores 
close in July. Most will get no 
redundancy pay. 

Management cited Deka's 
failure to compete with The 
Warehouse as the main reason 
for their continuing losses, 
which led to the decision to 
close all stores. 

This is the reality of the 
market—business locked in 
ruthless competition with each 
other, with workers as the 
pawns. 

It's not just that businesses 
fight one another, it's that 
they do this by attacking their 
workers. To stay competitive 
companies are always trying 
to keep labour costs as low as 
possible. 

The Warehouse is often 
praised as a successful "Kiwi" 
business, but their success is 
paid for by workers. 

Deka workers have lost 
their jobs, and The Ware¬ 
house's workers' low wages 
gave it the competitive edge. 

The end result of the Ware¬ 
house's rapid expansion of the 
last few years has been too 
many discount stores for the 
market to sustain. 


The only winners are the 
Warehouse's super rich owner 
Stephen Tindall, whose for¬ 
tune is estimated at $540 mil¬ 
lion, and other shareholders. 

The Warehouse's share 
price rose 8.6% in a week on 
news of Deka's closure and the 
announcement of six monthly 
profits of $52 million. 

The Warehouse said that it 
now saw further "opportuni¬ 
ties" to expand in the market¬ 
place. 

This same pattern of 
unrestricted competition, 
leading to over-production 
and collapse happens in every 
industry. It is a central feature 
behind capitalism's boom and 
bust "business cycle". 

A major factor in the eco¬ 
nomic troubles of the Asian 
economies in 1998, and now 
the American economy, is the 
"over production" of cars and 
microchips. 

As wages are forced down 
by competition, workers can't 
buy as much as before, so 
demand drops. 

A surplus of goods piles up 
because not enough people 
can afford them. 

Producing more goods or 
services becomes unprofitable, 
so factories and shops close 
and more workers are made 


redundant. They then have less 
money to spend. This creates a 
vicious cycle. 

Over the few hundred years 
of its existence, the capitalist 
system has massively expanded 
humanity's ability to produce 
wealth. There is now no reason 
for anyone to go hungry, to 
be with out water, health care, 
and the other essentials of life. 

But even in the richest 
countries in the world, this is 
exactly what's happening. In 
the US 45 million people who 
can't afford health insurance 


"THE WHORE¬ 
HOUSE". 

This and other 
T-shirts bearing 
redesigned com¬ 
pany logos, by 
Auckland artist 
Shigeyuki Kihara's, 
are currently on 
show at Te Papa in 
Wellington. 

Kihara, who is 
of Japanese and 
Samoan descent, 
says that the T- 
Shirts are about 
how Polynesian 
people have been 
"enslaved by 
corporate giants as 
low-paid workers." 

have no right to health care. 

In New Zealand it is the same 
for tertiary education, and, in 
Auckland, water. 

Only under such a crazy 
system can so many people 
end up drowning of want in a 
sea of plenty. 

Only when the workers who 
produce society's wealth take 
control of production out of 
the hands of greedy capitalist 
like Stephen Tindall, can we 
create a rational socialist, socie¬ 
ty where production is planned 
to meet the needs of all. 


Part of the global economy, only when it suits 



JAPAN, THE USA and Australia are NZ's three big¬ 
gest export markets, and all three are threatened 
with severe economic problems. 

And if they go into recession, (or in Japan's case a 
worse recession) then other "trading partners" will 
be pulled down, and so will New Zealand. 

Nevertheless, both the government and the Re¬ 
serve Bank believe that the New Zealand economy 
will somehow defy world trends. 

In a cheerful speech to bankers on Friday March 
24, treasure Michael Cullen declared that: "There is 
little prospect of any contagion effect [from prob¬ 
lems in other economies]." 

It is a bizarre irony that a government so com¬ 
mitted to stressing that New Zealand is part of the 
global economy and the need for free trade, can 
believe that when the world economy goes down. 
New Zealand can go up. 


THIS CARTOON from the bosses' newspaper 
the National Business Review, highlights the 
scepticism many capitalists have about the 
government's optimism. 
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talking union 


GOOD KINDS OF BUSY 


by DON FRANKS 

"We're really busy, but its 
a good kind of busy", said 
Footwear Workers Union 
secretary Robert Reid, when 
asked how things were 
going. "Right now we're flat- 
out signing up all the new 
workers who want to be in a 
union." 

Reid went on to say that 
although “the only real solid 
thing we got out of Labour’s 
new laws was the right to 
site access”, that right, plus 
an increasing rise in workers 
expectations meant unionised 
jobs are on the way back. 

The stirring down on the 
shopfloor is shaking dust out of 
top union offices. 

Ross Wilson and the other 
CTU leaders elected in 1999 
promised a new style of “cam¬ 
paigning and organising”. This 
reversed the old CTU leaders 
total—and unsuccessful—reli¬ 
ance on pleading with Labour 
MPs to solve workers’ prob¬ 
lems. 

CTU leaders are now regu¬ 
larly seen on workers picket 
lines. 

Last year the CTU opposed 
repression in Fiji with industrial 
action, and this year they are 
demanding paid parental leave 
funded by the bosses. 

These steps back to real un¬ 
ionism are on the right track, 
but there are many reasons 
why we must press on even 
harder. 

Take the issue of wages. At 
present thousands of workers 
continue to be grossly under¬ 
paid, many netting less than $10 
an hour. 

The Employment Relations 
Act has encouraged workers, 
but, as the vets and nurses 
show, it still takes industrial ac¬ 
tion to win wage increases. 


And employers are deter¬ 
mined to keep wages low. 

With downturns forecast in 
the economies of New Zea¬ 
land’s main trading partners 
—USA, Australia and Japan— 
we are likely to hear employer 
calls for wage restraints “to 
keep our economy competi¬ 
tive”. 

In the past, some unionists 
have bought this bosses’ rub¬ 
bish. 

The past president of the 
CTU Ken Douglas was fond 
of saying “ unions must look 
for ways to help create wealth 
before worrying about how it 
gets distributed.” 

But workers have already 
done that wealth creating. 

Carter Holt Harvey, the firm 
trying to de-unionise wharfies 
grabbed $218 million profit last 
year. 

And as the laid off Deka 
staff already know, low wages 
are no guarantee of job secu¬ 
rity. 

Unionists must reject any 
notions of helping a bosses’ 
economy that disowns us the 
minute it suits them. If we go 
back there, workers will right¬ 
fully say—what’s the point of 
unions? 

To do the right thing by 
workers there are more “good 
kinds of busy” needed. 

They should organise their 
new members into strong 
multi-union campaigns to get 
the wage increases we need. 

They should increase pres¬ 
sure on the government to 
return workers’ freedom to 
strike over social and political 
issues. 

And unions should utilise 
the forums of the anti-capital¬ 
ist movement to raise the idea 
of workers running their own 
economy for people instead of 
profit. 


50 th Anniversary 
Waterfront Lockout 
and supporting strikes 

This 33 page, illustrated booklet 
tells the story of the famous wa¬ 
terfront battle through a series of 
short eye-witness accounts. 

$4 (including postage & packaging) from Box 13-685 Auckland 
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SOCIALISM 

Capitalism is a system of exploitation 
which generates inequality, crisis 
and war. Although workers create 
society’s wealth, it is controlled by the 
ruling class for its own selfish ends. 

Socialism can only be built when 
the working class takes control of 
social wealth and democratically 
plans its production and distribution 
to meet human needs, not private 
profits. This will eliminate all class 
divisions in society. 

Stalinist countries such as China 
and Cuba, just like the former Soviet 
Union and the Eastern bloc, have 
nothing to do with socialism. They 
are state capitalist. We support the 
struggles of workers against every 
dictatorial stalinist ruling class. 


REVOLUTION NOT REFORMISM 

The present system cannot be 
reformed to end exploitation and 
oppression, contrary to what Al¬ 
liance, Labour and union leaders 
claim. It must be overthrown by the 
working class. 

Capitalism’s parliament, army, 
police and judiciary protect the ruling 
class. These institutions cannot be 
taken over and used by the working 
class. 

To pave the way to socialism the 
working class needs a new kind of 
state - a democratic workers state 
based on workers councils and 
workers militia. 


INTERNATIONALISM 

Workers in every country are ex¬ 
ploited by capitalism, so the struggle 
for socialism is global. 


We campaign for solidarity with 
workers in other countries. We fight 
racism and imperialism. We oppose 
all immigration controls. We sup¬ 
port all genuine national liberation 
struggles. 

We are internationalists because 
socialism depends on spreading 
working class revolutions around 
the world. 

LIBERATION FROM OPPRESSION 

We fight for democratic rights. We 
oppose the oppression of women, 
Maori, Pacific Islanders, lesbians 
and gays. 

All forms of oppression are used 
to divide the working class. 

We support the right of all 
oppressed groups to organise for 
their own defence. Their liberation is 
essential to socialist revolution and 
impossible without it. 

TINO RANGATIRATANGA 

We support the struggle for Maori 
self determination. 

The government’s approach to 
Treaty claims has benefited a Maori 
elite while doing little for working 
class Maori. 

Tino rangatiratanga cannot be 
achieved within capitalism. It will 
only become a reality with the estab¬ 
lishment of a workers state. 

REVOLUTIONARY PARTY 

To achieve socialism the most mili¬ 
tant sections of the working class 
have to be organised into a mass 
revolutionary socialist party. 

We are in the early stages of 
building such a party through 
involvement in the day-to-day strug¬ 
gles of workers and the oppressed. 

The Socialist Workers Organisa¬ 
tion must grow in size and influence 
to provide leadership in the struggle 
for working class self-emancipation. 

We need to revitalise the unions 
with a rank-and-file movement. 

If you like our ideas and want to 
fight for socialism, then join us. 


Get involved with the SWO 


★ NORTHLAND 


Phone Vaughan: (09) 433 8897 


★ AUCKLAND 


• City Branch meets 7.30pm 
every Tuesday at the Methodist 
Mission, Queen St (opp. Town 
Hall). 

Phone Kane: 629 5401 

• South Branch meets 7.30pm 
every Wednesday at the 
Socialist Centre, 86 Princes St, 
Onehunga. Phone David: 634 
3984 


★ ROTORUA 


Phone Bernie: 345 9853 


★ WELLINGTON 


Meets 7.30pm every Wednesday 
Venue not yet arranged. 


Phone Gordon: 972 2296 for 
details. 


★ CHRISTCHURCH 


Meets 7.30pm every Wednesday 
in the International Room, 
University of Canterbury Students 
Association. 

Phone Don: 385 5268 


★ DUNEDIN 


Phone Jonah: 453 6434 


★ NATIONAL OFFICE 


SWO members elsewhere in 
NZ and our sister organisations 
overseas can be contacted 
through the SWO's national 
office. 

Phone: (09) 634 3984. 

Fax: (09) 634 3936. 

Write: Box 13-685 Auckland. 
Email: socialist-worker@pl.net 


SWO Web-site http://www.crosswinds.net/~swonz 
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Fight to restore student 
emergency benefit 



STUDENTS MARCH through Wellington 


by ALICE STELTER 

OVER 120 students from 
Victoria University marched to 
parliament on Thursday March 
22, to demand that the Labour- 
led government reinstate the 
Emergency Unemployment 
Benefit (EUB) to all students in 
this year's budget. 

The march—postponed for a 
week because of rain—was origi¬ 
nally planned to coincide with 
action around the country. 

Before October 1998, the 
EUB was available to all 
students if they could not find 
work during the summer break. 
Then the National government 
changed the law. The two-thirds 
of students not eligible for a 
student allowance during term 
were also denied the EUB over 
summer. 

These students are the only 
group of NZ residents not enti¬ 
tled to government support if 
unemployed. 

Before converging on 
parliament the demonstration 
stopped at a Labour party office. 
A student showed the crowd 
a foodbank parcel which he 
said was “all the government 
expected unemployed students 
to live on”. 

James Southgate, Education 
Action Group spokesperson 
from Victoria told Socialist 
Worker “too many students are 
having to rely on foodbanks and 
their parents for income sup¬ 
port over the summer period, 
when really it should be a cost 
born by society as a whole.” 

“We wanted to send a clear 
message that if they [Labour] 
want our support in future this 
is something they should do for 
students.” 

In 1998 Steve Maharey was 
opposition spokesperson for 
tertiary education. He stated 
then that restricting the EUB 
was a “mean spirited attack on 
students that would save little 
money and cause great hard¬ 
ship”. He also promised that 
a Labour government would 


reinstate it. 

Now minister for tertiary 
education, Maharey has denied 
his responsibility regarding the 
EUB, arguing that it was never 
an official election policy, so 
Labour was under no obligation 
to reinstate the benefit. 

Who’s mean spirited now? 

On the day of the protest 
Maharey released a statement 
claiming there was ample provi¬ 
sion for students unemployed 
during the summer. “Students 
could apply for hardship grants 
from WINZ which were pro¬ 
vided on the basis of need”, he 
said. 

He citing the 1,985 applica¬ 
tions for hardship grants as 
evidence that there was no need 
for the EUB. 

Ayesha Verrall, president of 
the Otago University Students 


Association responded, arguing 
that the hardship applications 
were “evidence of student hard¬ 
ship staring him in the face. 

“Furthermore his suggestion 
that the student summer job 
market is buoyant only rein¬ 
forces our point that the EUB 
won’t cost the taxpayer much. 
Students aren’t asking for more 
than the same safety net every 
other citizen has if they can’t 
find work,” she said. 

Maharey also argued that be¬ 
cause Labour electorate offices 
have few complaints there was 
no problem. Verrall pointed out 
that, “students don’t go to a pol¬ 
itician when they hungry—they 
go to foodbanks, church groups 
and get into further debt.” 

The NZ University Students 
Association (NZUSA) and 
individual student unions are 


campaigning for the inclusion of 
the EUB in the next budget. 

The Alliance—despite vot¬ 
ing against a Green Party bill 
to reintroduce the benefit in 
the past—has made a return to 
universal EUB entitlement a 
major priority. 

Good news for the cam¬ 
paign has come with a Colmar 
Brunton public opinion survey 
showing that 73% of people, 
and 78% of Labour voters 
think that all students should 
be entitled to financial assist¬ 
ance over summer if they can’t 
find a job. 

But with Labour’s determi¬ 
nation not to spend money—ex¬ 
cept on tax breaks for busi¬ 
ness—winning back the EUB 
won’t be easy. 

All concerned groups need 
to work together to build bigger 
demonstrations that Labour 
can’t ignore. 




*IF YOU LIKED READING THIS PAPER, 
THEN SEND IN THIS FORM: 

□ I want to join the Socialist Workers Organisation 

□ I want to subscribe to Socialist Worker 

Posted to you every fortnight. Enclose $30 for year, $15 six months. 


NAME...PHONE. 

ADDRESS. 

| Post to SWO, Box 13-685 Auckland. Phone: (09) 634 3984 Email: socialist-vtforker@pl.net 




















